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West Acres kiosk provides presence
As part of the new admis-
sion’s marketing strategy, 
MSUM has purchased a 
kiosk in West Acres Shopping 
Center. 
The kiosk is intended to 
“continue to attract atten-
tion from the prospective 
student audience,” said Pat 
Staples, MSUM director of 
marketing. “The traffic at 
West Acres draws that high 
school (demographic) and it 
also draws from a pretty 
wide area.”
MSUM enlisted Absolute 
Marketing from Moorhead 
to help them tackle the prob-
lem of decreased admissions. 
Absolute came up with the 
concept for the kiosk and 
“when we checked with 
West Acres they only had 
one spot left,” Staples said.
“It is in between Victoria’s 
Secret and Pacific Sunwear, 
which is good place-
ment for (students),” said 
Kristy Olsgaard of the 
marketing department.
The kiosk will have 
screens, posters and distri-
bution materials that will be 
updated once a month.  The 
two screens will be playing 
miscellaneous videos from 
across campus. 
“(There is) no sound out 
there, so the video that we 
are playing has to be good 
visually,” Olsgaard said. 
A second goal for this 
kiosk “would be just to give 
MSUM a presence,” Staples 
said. “We have been rely-
ing mostly on billboards in 
the past few years and this 
diversifies our presence.”
The contents will not 
only advertise the univer-
sity but “try to promote all 
the theater events and com-
munity events that are held 
on campus,” Staples said. 
“We are inviting the rest of 
the campus to participate in 
this from a content point-of-
view.” 
The kiosk opened the 
Friday before Thanksgiving 
and will be open for the next 
12 months. It will take at 
least that long to find out if 
it is helping. 
“We are still looking for a 
way to measure the results, 
but between now and March 
or April it is going to get 
a lot of attention,” Staples 
said.
By Michael SMith
Assistant Editor
 Nate BergeSoN / the advocate
a kiosk is set up for MSUM to attract perspective students and bring attention to the university. it 
can be found at West Acres Shopping Center between Victoria’s Secret and Pacific Sunwear.
Smith can be reached at 
smithmi@mnstate.edu
Grant promotes tri-college connection
Students and professors 
who have wanted to start an 
organization, but have been 
unable to do so because of 
attendence or funds, may now 
have better luck. 
MSUM, NDSU and 
Concordia have been collabo-
rating in a tri-college grant 
foundation for the last three 
years. This means that each 
college raises money and 
awards it to organizations, 
programs or events that pro-
mote interactivity between the 
three universities. 
“The grants range from 
$250 up to $1,000 and really 
we don’t define what could 
(apply),” said Tim Flakoll, 
provost for the Tri-College 
University, “from starting up 
a lacrosse team to improving 
technology for instruction.” 
There was a student-led 
grant request for a women’s 
lacrosse club that would have 
members from NDSU and 
Concordia, said the Tri-College 
University Collaborative 
Grants Annual Report of 2008-
09. 
According to that same 
report, “The TCU collabora-
tion grant helped NDSU and 
Concordia start women’s 
lacrosse teams on their cam-
puses. Both teams were inter-
ested in starting club teams 
but were having difficulty get-
ting funding from their schools 
to help start them in the fall 
because of the requirements 
and rules of each school. The 
TCU grant provided funds to 
purchase equipment for NDSU 
and Concordia’s goalies.”
“Faculty, staff and students 
can apply,” said Flakoll. “This 
is different from most (grant 
foundations.) Many require 
a matching grant, and this 
doesn’t.”
People are more likely to 
collaborate in the creation of a 
program or an activity if they 
don’t have to raise money to 
match a grant they receive. 
Once the program is active, 
they are more likely to contin-
ue the program in the future, 
Flakoll said. 
Tri-college collaboration is 
important for many reasons. 
“I think having good col-
laborative experience helps 
students, but also faculty,” 
Flakoll said. “(It) helps reten-
tion of faculty in the F-M area, 
because (educators’) work is 
enhanced by finding other col-
leagues with like interests.” 
“You may be on a campus 
with only a couple people 
in your field or program,” 
Flakoll said. “(It is) more effi-
cient if the universities can 
deliver programs in a shared 
experience, (rather) than indi-
vidual programs on each of 
the three campuses.”
The collaboration saves the 
universities money, because 
only one program needs to 
be offered and paid for, rath-
er than two or three separate 
programs, Flakoll said. 
Tri-college collaboration is 
also important because it offers 
a good overall education. 
Students can experience other 
campus cultures. Participants 
in a tri-college activity are able 
to diversify their experience, 
Flakoll said.
“We have to look at doing 
things that are catalysts 
that launch new initiatives 
between the three campuses,” 
said Flakoll. “It helps the spirit 
of collaboration, and it fosters 
(the) overall sense (that this is) 
an education community.”
 “Preference is given to a 
program or collaboration 
By aMBer oldS
Staff Writer
graNt, Back page
Retirees to be honored
The time has come for 34 
of MSUM’s dedicated staff 
and faculty to begin the new 
adventure called retirement. 
On Tuesday, MSUM is hosting 
a special event to honor the 
retiring staff and faculty in the 
CMU Ballroom beginning at 
11:30 a.m.
A light luncheon including 
wraps and Caesar salad will 
begin the event, followed by a 
program at 12:15 p.m. MSUM 
President Edna Syzmanski 
will speak and present a gift 
to each retiree as a token of 
appreciation of their time with 
MSUM. 
Dee Kruger will be say-
ing goodbye to MSUM after 
25 years of service. Kruger 
began at MSUM in 1981 as a 
stenographer in the humani-
ties department. In 1995 she 
began working in the English 
department offices as an office 
assistant specialist intermedi-
ate (OASI). Kruger is respon-
sible for budgeting, as well as 
scheduling Weld Hall class-
rooms and offices. With so 
many faculty members and so 
little space, Kruger has to be 
creative in order to ensure that 
everyone gets the office hours 
they need. 
“The trick is trying to get 45 
people into 30 offices,” Kruger 
said. 
Kruger is proud of her 
time spent at MSUM. She has 
done a lot for the university, 
including gathering and allo-
cating the funds to get Weld 
Library’s pre-1923 desk refin-
ished. Kruger said her best 
experiences at MSUM were 
interacting with staff, faculty 
and students. 
“I’ve had a great time,” 
Kruger said. “These people 
have become my professional 
family.”
Kruger took advantage of 
the university’s early retire-
ment package, but that won’t 
keep her too long from work-
ing. 
“I’ll relax for a month or 
two,” Kruger said. After a 
short break, Kruger will be 
working as an office man-
ager at a small, local firm. 
With more free time, Kruger 
plans on spending time with 
her husband Leo and three 
daughters, gardening, and 
fishing for Northern Pike at 
their Dead Lake cabin.
retire, Back page
By kelSey roSeth
Staff Writer
Fundraising 
opportunity
The Urban Plains Center is 
calling for volunteers to help 
at Fargo Force games.
The volunteers’ focus will 
be on ushering. This means 
that they will stand in the 
entry ways of the arena bowl 
and assist people in finding 
their seats if needed. Basically, 
they are there to be a visible 
first contact with UPC staff. 
Any major problems would 
be handled by UPC staff, and 
volunteers would be briefed 
before the game.
Arrival times to the UPC 
would be arranged with 
scheduling of the group, and 
they would also have to stay 
after for about 10-20 minutes 
to assist with arena bowl 
cleanup. Traditionally, groups 
are at the UPC from 7-10 p.m., 
and it is not hard work.
If we have the 15-20 vol-
unteers that we need, the 
pay would be $350 per home 
game. The Fargo Force sched-
ule is on our homepage. 
Contact in advance because 
UPC would  like to sched-
ule groups ahead of time. It 
would be better for a group to 
show interest and then I could 
offer possible dates. Payment 
is usually received by check a 
few weeks after the volunteer 
date. If there are two groups of 
10, payments of $175 to each 
group can be arranged.
If a student organization is 
interested, please contact Nic 
Rapacz at 218.686.1865.
2009 mascot 
challenge
The MSUM Dragons, along 
with the NDSU Bison and 
Concordia College Cobbers are 
excited to announce their part-
nership to compete in the 2nd 
annual Mascot Challenge ben-
efiting The Salvation Army’s 
Christmas Kettle Campaign.
The 2009 Mascot Challenge 
will take place in the entrance 
to the West Acres Mall on Dec. 
12. The challenge will be held 
12:30-8 p.m. and will feature 
athletes, coaches and staff as 
bell ringers. Each school’s 
mascot will be present at the 
Challenge from 12:30-3 p.m.
The Athletics Directors from 
each institution agreed to wear 
the winning team’s colors for 
an entire day at their respec-
tive institutions. As Dragons, 
let’s keep Doug Peters in red 
and white; who likes to wear 
green, maroon or gold?
The teams will be selling 
Mascot Challenge T-shirts for 
$5 during the week leading up 
to the event (there is a limit of 
100 per institution, available 
in Nemzek 134).
Red Weather 
submissions
Undergraduates, graduates, 
alumni and faculty: If you 
are interested in submitting 
your fiction, non-fiction, poet-
ry, artwork or photos to Red 
Weather, you’ll find guidelines 
on the website www.mnstate.
edu/redweather/.
Submissions close on Jan. 18, 
so revise, polish and submit 
your work for the Spring 2010 
issue of Red Weather.
If you have any questions, 
feel free to e-mail severn@
mnstate.edu or loganna@
mnstate.edu.
Weekly publication 
accepts submissions
A new weekly pamphlet 
was recently introduced on 
campus. The “Yellow Bicycle,” 
is an open-submission pub-
lic journal emphasizing craft, 
creativity and literature. With 
its first month of productiv-
ity within the walls of Weld, 
this publication will be more 
widely available spring semes-
ter. Over break, students are 
encouraged to submit poetry, 
flash fiction, and essays to 
heidebriad@mnstate.edu. Do 
explore this rare and excit-
ing new convenience and send 
any questions or requests for 
digital copies of The “Yellow 
Bicycle” to the same e-mail 
address. 
Sculpture class 
offered in spring
Introduction to Sculpture is 
open to all students for spring 
2010. In this course the stu-
dents have the opportunity 
to work with wood, wax, 
bronze casting, mixed media 
and metal fabrication. Please 
contact Professor Chris Walla 
if you have any further ques-
tions.
2009 Juried Film 
Exhibition
The MSUM Film Studies 
Department will hold the 
2009 Juried Film Exhibition 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. in Glasrud 
Auditorium.
The exhibition will show-
case the best student work 
from the fall semester, as cho-
sen by a panel of judges.
The evening will conclude 
with refreshments and awards 
presented for various catego-
ries and Best in Show.
12.10
12.11
12.12
12.13
12.18
12.19
12.20
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.6
1.8
1.9
1.11
1.13
Final Exams Begin
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball vs. St. Cloud State
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball vs. St. Cloud State
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball vs. Concordia St. Paul
7 p.m.  At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball vs. Concordia St. Paul
7 p.m.  At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”
TBA  Wrestling at NDSU
Commencement 
5 p.m.  Men’s Basketball at Jamestown College
7 p.m.  Residence Halls Close
All Day  Women’s Basketball, Cruizin’ Classic at 
  Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
6 p.m.  Men’s Basketball at Dickinson State
All Day  Women’s Basketball, Cruizin’ Classic at 
  Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
All Day  Swimming & Diving, Northern St. Dual at 
  St. Petersburg, Fla.
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball vs. Southwest MN State
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball vs. Southwest MN State
All Day  Swimming & Diving, Tampa Relays at 
  Tampa, Fla.
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball vs. MSU Mankato
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball vs. MSU Mankato
7 p.m.  Wrestling vs. University of Mary
Registration and Orientation
12 p.m.  Residence Halls Open
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball at Augustana College
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball at Augustana College
10 a.m.  Diving at St. Benedict/St. John’s Invite
12 p.m.  Indoor Track & Field at U of M, Northwest Open
6 p.m.  Men’s Basketball at Wayne State
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball at Wayne State
All Classes Begin
2 p.m.  Emerging Leaders
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Vehicle dispute
Security officer was dis-
patched to the MSCTC 
library for a domestic argu-
ment at 1:40 p.m. on Nov. 23. 
The argument was over the 
sale of vehicle. The female 
claimed that her ex-boy-
friend had given the car to 
her free of charge.  The male 
had taken the license plates 
off the vehicle. Both agreed 
to sign the title at the Law 
Enforcement Center.
Backpacks of beer
Two males were found 
smoking and carrying back-
packs full of alcohol outside 
of Nelson hall at 2:06 a.m. 
on Dec. 5. Moorhead Police 
Department was contacted 
and alcohol was confiscated 
by campus security. The two 
males were released from the 
scene by MPD without cita-
tions.
Xbox stolen
A student reported that his 
Xbox Elite was stolen from 
his dorm room at 9:31 p.m. on 
Dec. 5. His Xbox was stolen 
between 10:30 p.m. on Dec. 4 
and 1 a.m. on Dec. 5. A video 
game was in the console 
when stolen. The controllers 
were left behind. Moorhead 
Police Department was con-
tacted about theft.
Parking Tip
Ticketing will be enforced 
over the holiday break. 
Students should get vehicles 
prepared for winter weather. 
Jumpstarts will be available 
for students, faculty and 
staff. Drive safely and have a 
safe winter break.
Leslie Wood
Features Editor
Hap
Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to its weekly meetings in The 
Advocate office. Pick up an 
application today and apply 
to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographers meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
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Fargo Civic Center audi-
ences have seen many a show 
from stand-up comics to rock 
concerts to wedding expos— 
but nothing quite like roller 
derby.
One month ago, the FM 
Roller Derby Girls com-
peted in their first-ever bout 
against a team from Winnipeg. 
Just one year ago, a Fargo-
Moorhead team made up of 54 
girls was a lofty ambition, and 
the community’s eagerness to 
embrace the sport was even 
more unlikely.
But on Nov. 7, the Civic 
Center sold out. 
“It was amazing,” said 
Athena Funk, skater, presi-
dent of the league and tattoo 
apprentice at Dead Rockstar. 
“We were only expecting 500 
or less. The girls cried in the 
locker room when we found 
out the venue was going to 
sell out.”
The energized crowd of 
more than 1,700 people, with 
many wearing homemade 
T-shirts and face paint, was 
no coincidence. Derby lov-
ers had hung 200 posters in 
area locations, even places 
like Mayville, N.D., almost 60 
miles away. They also handed 
out postcards at bars and talk-
ed with most news outlets in 
the area. 
The area newspapers,  TV 
and radio stations that got the 
word out were crucial to the 
surprising attendance of the 
bout.
The process of recruiting 
enough girls to hold an inau-
gural bout has been long and 
slow, with the best advertising 
being word-of-mouth, said 
Dawn Mertz, derby girl and 
marketing chairperson for the 
group, who learned about the 
local team by chance. 
“I was walking out of a True 
Value hardware store and saw 
a roller derby poster,” Mertz 
said. “It was meant to be.”
 Only weeks before, Mertz 
had been told about the sport 
by a friend, a North Star roller 
girl in the Twin Cities and the 
enthusiasm was contagious. 
It only took seeing the poster 
to realize that she could help 
make the same thing possible 
in Fargo-Moorhead. 
Despite not having roller 
skated for 20 years, Mertz 
picked it back up rather quick-
ly. Because the veteran skaters 
are willing to work individu-
ally with those new to roller 
skates, now is the optimum 
time for shaky skaters to get 
involved. 
The goal is to reach 80 play-
ers. “After that, the doors close 
and we will start holding try-
outs,” Funk said.
Anyone who has ever expe-
rienced a bout knows that the 
aggressiveness of the women 
is a vital element of the roller 
derby atmosphere; it lends 
itself to the crowd’s excite-
ment. Roller derby is not for 
the faint of heart, but Mertz, 
who left the match with an 
injured knee, says that getting 
hurt isn’t in the forefront of a 
derby girl’s mind.
 “We’re thinking about 
skating and knocking down 
the girls on the other team,” 
Mertz said. “Those of us who 
have black-and-blue marks are 
proud of them. We’re showing 
them off.” 
Physicality is a major aspect 
of roller derby. The women 
rock out a two-hour practice 
at Skateland twice a week 
and have an hour of strength 
training at Coremax Fitness, 
a sponsor, once a week. Girls 
are required to attend 60 per-
cent of practices, but Mertz 
said that 90 percent make it to 
every practice.
The FM Roller Derby has a 
not-for-profit status, using the 
admission money from bouts 
to both put back into the orga-
nization and invest into the 
community. 
“It’s derby’s way of giving 
back to the communities that 
support them,” Mertz says.
A portion of the proceeds 
from the November bout was 
given to Logan Frank and his 
family. Frank is a three year 
old with autism and his family 
is raising money for a thera-
peutic service dog for him. 
The women are required to 
participate in at least one com-
mittee and help out, one of the 
less thrilling part of running 
the organization. 
“For us, it’s all about prac-
tice, so there’s not a lot of 
time to talk about by-laws and 
responsibilities,” Mertz said. 
The derby girls schedule large 
blocks of time for just talk-
ing business, a necessary step 
to keep new recruits in the 
know.
Outside of skating, volun-
teering and sitting on commit-
tees, “it’s at least a part-time 
job’s worth of work,” said 
Mertz, a life-flight paramedic. 
This comes on top of the full-
time jobs, classes, and children 
that most derby girls still have 
to manage. The immense time 
commitment involved in liv-
ing a derby lifestyle speaks 
volumes about what the sport 
means to each girl.
“It’s about self-empower-
ment, positive female role 
models and athleticism,” 
Mertz said. 
A point of pride for roller 
derby girls everywhere is get-
ting to pick an altar-ego name 
to be called when competing.
“For some girls the name 
comes to them in a dream,” 
Mertz said. “For some it 
comes to them after a couple 
of cocktails.” Mertz’s derby 
name is D’niiied because of 
her position as a blocker and 
the dramatic, drawn-out way 
it sounds when shouted by an 
announcer.
One of Mertz’s favorite parts 
of the derby philosophy is the 
way it challenges society’s 
promotion of the “thin-factor” 
as she calls it. 
“There is a position for 
women of every size and 
shape,” Mertz said. “We are 
showing girls that it doesn’t 
matter what size you are, you 
can play a sport.”
The match at the Civic 
Center will likely generate 
even more momentum and 
interest for the FM Derby 
Girls. The women are over-
whelmed by how popular 
they’ve become so quickly.
“It was 10 or 15 of us for so 
long and now we’re a huge 
group of women,” Mertz said. 
“It’s exciting and scary.”
BY HOLLY LAVECCHIA
Copy Editor
JEssE TrELsTAD / THE ADVOCATE
Members of the FM roller Derby Girls range from 21 to 47 years 
of age.
Derby rolls onto the scene
Lavecchia can be reached at 
laveccho@mnstate.edu
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New year means 
new opportuni-
ties, chances to 
build resume
With the end of the semester approaching, it seems ob-
vious that this weekly editorial will focus on remember-
ing to study and preparing for a relaxing holiday break, 
but instead, we’re going to focus on the prospects of a 
new year and the goals worth embracing.
The academic year is halfway over, and for those who 
remain hopeful about entering the slowly dissolving 
workforce, it is necessary to keep internships, involve-
ment and other resume builders at the top of your 
schedule.
It’s never too late explore career options or join a cam-
pus activity. 
As a good example (with no bias intended), The Advo-
cate is a great resume-builder for mass communication 
majors. 
Classes include assignments that do a keen job with 
journalism preparation, but contributing to a profession-
al newspaper is the best experience for those interested 
in working for a newspaper after college.
If you’re not interested in journalism, and if you’re far 
enough along in your college career, consider an intern-
ship. Even if you have a job, consider how much better 
interning will look to potential job offers. 
Make sure that the opportunity or internship is in your 
area of study. Experience only works if it applies to the 
companies you’re interested in.
Chances to pad your resume don’t come often, so make 
sure to take advantage of any and all opportunities that 
come your way.
There are always opportunities to volunteer with differ-
ent organizations on campus to get involved with the 
community.
Consider getting to know the professors in your depart-
ment better. It’s important to have recommendations 
available if you’re considering graduate school or other 
opportunities in your field. 
The weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas can 
make or break the whole semester for students. Finals 
are important not only for grades, but to show that you 
can handle the work that is put in front of you.
Right now it may seem easier to focus only on classes, 
but in order to find success outside of academia, it’s 
never to late to start preparing for a future job.
Have a question for Student Senate? 
Interested about issues on campus but don’t know who to ask? Submit your questions to 
Student Senate and see if they can answer them for you.
e-mail your questions to advocate@mnstate.edu for a repsonse from Student Senate
I read Jake Gysland’s recent article 
“Biblical literalists, faith can be open” very 
carefully several times through. It didn’t 
sound like he was trying to insult anyone, 
but I must sincerely ask him to be more 
careful, because the article did offend me 
very deeply. 
 First, of course, was Mr. Gysland’s claim 
that taking the Bible literally was to deny 
logic, or that which “sets man apart from 
beast.” This is a very insulting statement, 
and I am quite surprised that he included 
it in his article. Mr. Gysland is calling those 
who disagree with him on this subject ani-
mals, or at the very least subhuman. My 
friends, who are not Bible literalists, were 
also deeply offended that he would say this. 
If this was not your intention, Mr. Gysland, I 
again ask you to be more careful in how you 
word your articles.
 I would like to follow this up with the 
suggestion that Biblical literalism is not an 
illogical belief. If you accept the Bible as 
literal and true, then God would have no 
trouble whatsoever communicating with his 
prophets and getting them to write word for 
word what he wanted in the Bible. The num-
ber of people or the span of time makes no 
difference because God has what is known 
as the Holy Spirit, which wrote the Bible 
through those people. I myself have met 
the Holy Spirit, and communicate with Him 
every day. While this may seem unbeliev-
able to many readers, it is more real to me 
than the computer I am using to type this 
letter. 
 If we are not to take the Bible literally, then 
what do we use as a tool to decode it? The 
Bible was written to be the code by which 
all others were measured. Do we listen to 
people today who “interpret” what the Bible 
means? Do we all guess and hypothesize 
on our own about what it means? In taking 
the Bible literally, I have never been disap-
pointed. No one has ever disproved the 
Bible for me, though many have tried. The 
view of the Bible and the world that I hold 
has withstood the best attacks of the culture. 
The supposed “contradictions” in the Bible 
have all been dispelled, and the “illogical” 
statements in it are all quite logical as well.
 Can faith truly be open? Let me ask that 
another way: can we invent our own reality? 
I know my Practical Reasoning professor 
would say not. What is true is so regardless 
of if we believe it. What many people have 
been doing lately is crafting their own take 
on the Bible or religion in general to fit their 
specific circumstances or lifestyles. I draw 
the conclusion that Truth can only be found 
by setting aside personal wish lists and 
seeking what is actually there.
I hope I have made myself clear on this 
subject. Anyone who wishes for a more in-
depth discussion is free to email me with 
questions or comments. I have tried to keep 
this response letter very peaceful, as it is my 
overwhelmingly strong belief that the media 
must not be used as a battlefield, but rather 
as a neutral and positive source of infor-
mation and opinion. My plea to all future 
writers in the Advocate is to keep it honest, 
peaceful, and beneficial to all of our readers. 
If I have broken this rule, please inform me 
by email immediately and we will discuss 
the event.
AlexAnder Holmquist
sopHomore
letter to tHe editor
Letter: religious wish list
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Have your own advice? E-mail-
Hilleren at Hillerenje@mnstate.edu
‘Tis the season, and for college students, the season 
doesn’t merely consist of baked goods, shopping and colder 
weather; in addition to the aforementioned, we also have the 
pleasure of the added stress of end of the semester and our 
dreaded finals. 
This season, however, I would like to bestow upon you a 
few helpful hints that will not only help get you through the 
holidays, but through the rest of the semester as well; not to 
mention, help ease you into the New Year and prepare you 
for the impending spring semester.
The following are the top 10 helpful hints to get you 
through the holiday season: 
Number 10: Make a list… and certainly, check it twice! 
As we all know, once Thanksgiving comes and goes we are 
full-fledged in the holiday season. Furthermore, as students 
we are also on the down slope of the semester, but finals are, 
undoubtedly, lurking around the corner. To ensure an even 
balance of study time and Christmas shopping, make a list of 
the events you have coming up and schedule yourself ample 
time for all the seasonal activities and obligations. 
Number 9: Develop a pattern. To help get through finals, 
be sure study, sleep, study, eat, study, have a little fun, then 
finally, cram once more and conquer that exam.
Number 8: Prioritize and socialize. Along with number 9, 
setting a schedule for yourself may help in the studying rou-
tine. However, studying alone can become monotonous; per-
haps scheduling a date with a few friends to bake Christmas 
goodies then study while they bake, or watching the football 
game and cramming during half time, may be more benefi-
cial, and definitely more fun!
Number 7: Shopping. Now that finals are done, you can 
move on to the next priority for the season: Christmas pres-
ents. The mall can be a hectic place during this time of year. 
I may be somewhat predisposed when it comes to this topic, 
considering I’d probably rather take another final than go to 
the mall, but going there is inevitable, so you may as well be 
prepared.  Have your list at the ready, go in groups (easier 
to forge through crowds that way), and never stop to listen 
to someone in the who has “The best deal around!” They’ll 
sucker you right in.
Number 6: Sweets vs: sweats! Life is simply too short to 
skimp on the eggnog, sugar cookies and all the assortments of 
goodies that the holiday season provides; therefore, indulge 
yourself and enjoy every morsel that your grandma’s shove 
your way, but be sure to schedule in a few sweat sessions to 
provide a healthy balance, and break, in holiday feasting.
Number 5: Home sweet horror! I love my family dearly, 
don’t get me wrong. But after being away from home for 
so many years, going back can only be tolerated in moder-
ate doses. If any of you out there are similar in this sense, 
just remember your family loves you, although they may be 
crazy at times, and in a few short days you’ll be back to your 
normal routine. Enjoy them while you can.
Number 4: Party safely! Just because the tree and orna-
ments are packed safely away, doesn’t mean the holiday sea-
son is finished. Who can forget New Year’s Eve? The logic to 
a fun and safe New Years is simple: Have fun. But, be safe.
Number 3: Resolve. Along with a new year come new 
determinations to make this one the best year ever. I, for one, 
make a New Year’s resolution every year; whether I stick to 
it or not, that’s debatable. Be tenacious in your goals this 
year, but also remember to be realistic and the chances of 
sticking to that resolution will be higher. 
Number 2: R & R! We all have to face reality eventu-
ally, especially when the new semester is only days away. 
Nevertheless, this is the time where students, and non-stu-
dents alike, need to sit down, relax, recoup and prepare for 
the long, cold months ahead.
Number 1: Repeat. We have now completed our holiday 
season without a hitch, hopefully. The last step is to ease 
your way into the New Year and the new semester with calm 
finesse. After all, in only a few short months we will be fac-
ing the dreaded “finals season” again, only this time there 
won’t be presents waiting for us at the end of the tunnel.
Merry Christmas… and Happy New Year!
Survival Guide
Kimberly Ehrlich
 Opinion Editor
As the New Year approach-
es, you may be looking back 
on the year that has passed, 
and hopefully thinking about 
your future. However, for 
some of people, that might 
not be as easy as you would 
think.
Recently it seems like a 
whole lot of my friends just 
don’t want to go to school 
anymore. I’m sure this isn’t 
a recent phenomenon in the 
least, but it surprises me 
every time 
I hear that 
someone is 
going so far 
off the tradi-
tional path 
that both they 
and their par-
ents expected 
of them.  In many ways, I 
admire these people for hav-
ing the strength to acknowl-
edge that the slow, hard 
life of academia is not what 
they’re interested in for the 
coming year. I wouldn’t 
look at someone who took a 
break from college, or even 
dropped out of college, as a 
quitter. 
For most people, coming 
to college is filled with doubt 
and questions for the future, 
and for some, those ques-
tions don’t get answered 
soon enough. 
I’m not trying to encourage 
people to drop out of school, 
but if you need a break, and 
you really don’t know what 
you’re doing, consider leav-
ing for a while. Take time to 
think about where you want 
to be.  Go somewhere you’ve 
dreamed of going while you 
have the time. And remem-
ber, sometimes it’s not about 
looking for the answer, but 
instead the right question.
Ready for a change? E-mail 
Ehrlich at ehrlichki@mnstate.edu
Give me a break
“Ring ring ring” go the 
bell-ringer ’s bells, “ding, 
ding, ding” go the cashiers’ 
machines and  a slight comi-
cal breeze  is the only sound 
to come out of the wallet 
where your money used to 
be. The season of giving can 
also be interpreted as the sea-
son of buying. Everywhere 
you look, everything’s on 
sale and everyone’s vying 
for a chance to get your 
hard-earned money. 
The general message usu-
ally sounds like this: buy this 
for a friend, buy this for the 
family or buy this for that 
special someone. Sure, it’s 
the thought that counts, but 
how much is that thought 
worth when 
all they get 
is something 
that will prob-
ably just take 
up valuable 
space after 
the holidays 
are over? Unless you’ve got 
something special in mind, 
chances are good that your 
gift will become cash they 
can use after they return or 
sell it. 
With that in mind, it’s 
that much more important 
to put a lot of thought into 
that gift. Anyone can give a 
gift card, but knowing what 
they like and giving them 
something related to what 
they enjoy makes such a big-
ger impact. It’s definitely a 
good way to make sure your 
thought doesn’t become an 
afterthought. 
With all the deals, sales 
and offers constantly bom-
barding the average con-
sumer, it could be difficult 
to settle for anything at all. 
Everyone’s aiming to take 
that paper in your pocket 
and it’s all in the name of 
holiday cheer. No one’s 
questioning what the true 
meaning of Christmas is 
anymore; everyone knows 
that it’s all about good buys, 
sweet deals and merchan-
dising. 
It’s every American’s right 
to buy as much useless crap 
as they want, and with this 
economy, that’s actually a 
good attitude to have. Any 
excuse to buy that 50-inch 
plasma TV to replace the 
48-inch is a good one, right? 
In any case, if you’re going 
to give someone something, 
why not make it special? 
Bin Valentine
Columnist
Are you all about the deals?
E-mail Valentine
at valentbi@mnstate.edu
’Tis the season...
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FREE
Corner of 4th Ave &10th St North
9-close
College Night Tuesday
     College ID & $5 at the door
Always
 2–4–1
      Drinks
Fargo
Taps & Wells
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“Who am I, Kylie?” asks 
Mr. Fox, as he gazes down at 
the farms of Boggis, Bunce 
and Bean.  “Why a fox? Why 
not a horse, or a beetle, or a 
bald eagle? I’m saying this 
more as, like, existentialism, 
you know? Who am I? And 
how can a fox ever be happy 
without, you’ll forgive the 
expression, a chicken in its 
teeth?”
Years ago, Mr. Fox (George 
Clooney) gave up his chicken-
stealing ways and became a 
The first offical snow kicks 
off December, signaling the 
upcoming season of giving 
and getting. 
People are not only racing 
around stores and Web sites to 
find the best deals, but they are 
also trying to find the best gift. 
Finding the best gift can be 
BY ANNA GEORGE
A&E Editor
Holiday gifts that fit budgets and come from the heart
hard, especially when you’re 
low on money and ideas. 
This year’s season of shop 
‘til you drop seems more about 
spending money for the “per-
fect” gift than the actual idea 
or thought. People are getting 
lazier and less thoughtful. 
What happened to the 
home-made gifts and the cards 
with heartfelt words scribbled 
all over? It’s definitely time to 
bring them back. 
So without further ado, here 
are some great ideas that come 
straight from the heart and 
cost little. Caution: they may 
be corny.
For those who appereciate 
the thought: 
•a hand-written letter 
George can be reached 
at georgean@mnstate.edu
“Fantastic Mr. Fox” is a quirky delight
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
newspaper columnist at his 
wife’s request.  But when the 
Foxes move into a new home 
near the farms of the infamous 
Boggis, Bunce and Bean, Fox 
can’t ignore his desire for one 
last heist.  
The farmers, however, led 
by the terrible Franklin Bean 
(Michael Gambon), retaliate 
by trying to dig out the Foxes, 
throwing the entire animal 
community into chaos.  Now 
it’s up to Mr. Fox to save the 
day (and steal some more 
chickens while he’s at it).
The newest film by director 
Wes Anderson, “Fantastic Mr. 
Fox” is a fun and entertain-
ing adaptation of the Roald 
Dahl book, and easily climbs 
to the heights of such past 
adaptations as “Willy Wonka 
& The Chocolate Factory” and 
“James and The Giant Peach.“ 
This is still very much a Wes 
Anderson film, and the film 
abounds with ironic humor 
and quirky characters.  The 
story has been greatly expand-
ed from the source material, 
but the film retains the spirit 
of the book while establishing 
it’s own unique charm.
George Clooney is, quite 
simply, fantastic in the role of 
Mr. Fox. With his slick charm 
and eloquent, off-the-cuff 
speeches, Fox was born to be 
the center of attention, and he 
relishes it.  
Meryl Streep, as the disap-
proving but supportive Mrs. 
Fox, gives us a both stern and 
caring mother and wife.  
Jason Schwartzman, as Fox’s 
son Ash, displays the char-
acter’s jealousy of his cousin 
Kristofferson, with a great mix 
of quirks and sarcastic jabs.  
And Bill Murray does so 
much with his small part as 
Badger, with his natural come-
dic charm illuminating every 
scene.
This is Wes Anderson’s first 
foray into animation, but he 
loses none of his signature 
style and attention to detail, 
and the entire look of the film 
is wonderful.   The backdrops 
are lush browns and yellows, 
giving us a world of ethe-
real autumn.  The corduroy 
suits of Mr. Fox (based on 
Wes Anderson’s own suits) 
are   stiff and suave, and the 
animals themselves, while 
of illogical sizes, possess a 
strange beauty.
“The Fantastic Mr. Fox” was 
the first book Wes Anderson 
ever owned, and his affec-
tion for the material shows 
throughout the movie.  While 
still hilarious and witty, the 
film displays a great sense 
of family and friendship, as 
well as a curiously endear-
ing defense of animals being 
animals.  For a great time at 
the theater, seek out “Fantastic 
Mr. Fox.”
Holt can be reached 
at holtco@mnstate.edu
explaining how much they 
mean to you 
•a name poem, giving rea-
sons why they are so great 
(make sure to use color)
•a homemade coupon book, 
to spend quality time with 
none other than you
For those that may cost  a 
little bit of money:
•frame a great moment 
between the two of you
•make them their favorite 
meal or, if you can’t cook, take 
them out to eat 
•a basket of random, yet 
meaningful, things
For those who have harsh 
winters ahead:
•a mug with cocoa and 
marshmallows 
•a board game for more 
than just two players
•popcorn with a great movie 
of their preferred genre
For those who see sunshine 
all day: 
•iTunes cards 
•Barnes and Noble gift 
card
•or buy yourself a plane 
ticket and join them
And for those who just 
are:
•cookies
•their favorite brand of 
pen (you can never have too 
many)
•candy
•a how-to book on some-
thing they’ve always wanted 
to learn
•a calendar of those far-off 
places and a quick at-work 
get away
If all those sound too won-
derful for your liking, go with 
practical, like toilet paper. 
Everyone uses it.
But mainly bring back holi-
days past by spending a little 
time with someone you care 
about. Time goes a long way.       
Quote 
of the 
week:
“Love the giver more than the gift.” -- Brigham Young
Page 7, The AdvocateThursday, Dec. 10, 2009 A&E
Johnson Barn 
Dances
9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00    Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com
December 11th:
Avalanche
PHOTO suBmiTTED
members from The Fillers, left to right, Jeff meyers, Joey Kuntz, Thomas Hill, mike Jensen and scott 
Guttormson.
Once upon a time, Joey 
Kuntz was drinking a glass 
of water. He needed a refill, 
so his friend and half-broth-
er, Jeff Meyers offered to 
get him one. After drinking 
his water, Kuntz recognized 
Meyers’ talent at water 
retrieval by calling him a 
“good filler.” This is the 
event that the two attribute 
the name of their band, “The 
Fillers” too. They have been 
traveling across Minnesota, 
South Dakota and North 
Dakota entertaining audi-
ences for the last two years.
The Fillers is comprised 
of Kuntz on guitar, vocals 
and harmonica; Meyers 
on guitar and vocals; Scott 
Guttormson on lead guitar 
and vocals; Mike Jensen on 
bass and Thomas Hill on 
drums. They’ve been play-
ing in Fargo-Moorhead and 
beyond since starting, and 
their popularity has been 
increasing with each show.
“It’s kind of the dream 
to do this for a long time,” 
Meyers said. 
The Fillers’ music genre 
is hard to define. Even the 
band has trouble pin-point-
ing exactly what they play. 
“Its kind of blues rock,” 
Guttormson said. “A lot of 
it could be described as rock 
and roll.”
However, according to 
their Web site, they’re also a 
mix of acoustic guitar, bluesy 
harmonica, vocal harmonies, 
electric guitar and a power-
ful drum and bass section. 
BY ANDREW JAsON
Staff Writer
The Fillers entertain with unique music style 
Jason can be reached 
at jasonan@mnstate.edu
 
  It’s kind of the 
dream to do 
this for a long 
time.”
           Jeffery meyer 
      Guitar and vocals for 
The Fillers.
“
Each member of the band 
has been interested in music 
from an early age. They were 
introduced to instruments as 
children and their love for 
them has only grown. 
“I was walking through the 
ed the band in September 
2007 and were soon joined 
by cousin Guttormson. The 
band started out as a family 
affair, but they soon real-
ized they needed something 
more. Hill and Jensen were 
added to fill the void.
Kuntz and Meyers took 
a chance by adding Jensen 
after seeing him playing 
an unplugged electric bass 
on the street, but to their 
delight it has paid off.
The Fillers combine ener-
gy, loud music and some-
times even face paint to put 
on an exciting show. They 
follow all the rules of being 
a good rock band.
“We really get into it 
by the end of the night,” 
Meyers said. “We’re kicking 
stuff and jumping on the 
drums.”
“Going crazy and you’re 
halfway there,” is one of 
the band’s unofficial mottos 
and puts their excitement in 
good perspective.
Members of the band do 
their own promoting and 
advertising.
The band’s demo CD 
can be purchased for a few 
dollars by contacting them 
directly. They’ve been tak-
ing their time  putting out a 
CD to make sure that it’s as 
good as can be.
“It’s like your final paper,” 
Kuntz said, putting it in a 
light any college student can 
understand. “It has to be 
perfect. Our demo was like 
our midterm.”
The Fillers’ next local per-
formance is Dec. 18 at The 
Nestor in Fargo. Upcoming 
performances can be a 
viewed at their Web site, 
www.musicbythefillers.com.
The Fillers hope to contin-
ue playing for a long time. 
However, they do have a 
deal that the day Kuntz is 
able to grow a beard is the 
day they quit. So as long as 
Meyers doesn’t fail in shav-
ing Kuntz’s face every night 
while he sleeps, The Fillers 
will be entertaining audi-
ences for a long time. 
flee market when I was about 
12 and my mom bought me 
a guitar and that’s how I got 
involved,” Meyers said.
Kuntz and Meyers start-
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Signature Pizza
DollarLunch
Salad
$4.50
…only at Union City.
Village style
Meatball Pizza
Try our NEW calzones
Stop at the Ultimate
Baja for a Walking Taco-
Tortilla chips, beef, cheese
lettuce. ONLY $ 1.06
(Limit 3 per purchase)
Napa Valley
Chicken Salad
Chicken breast
meat, red grapes,
toasted walnuts
green apple, fresh
tarragon and carrots
On a bed of field
greens
Free Fountain
Soda Refills
in Union City
with any BK cup
Scorch, Thundar and Kernel 
the Cobber will join forces on 
Saturday to raise money for 
the Salvation Army.
The mascots will compete 
in the 2nd annual Mascot 
Challenge benefitting The 
Salvation Army’s Christmas 
Kettle Campaign. The chal-
lenge will take place in the 
entrance to the West Acres 
Shopping Center from 12:30-8 
p.m. 
The mascots and the 
teams they represent will all 
be present as bell ringers to 
raise money for the Salvation 
Army. 
Last year ’s Mascot 
Challenge raised nearly 
$1,000. Last year, MSUM 
raised the most funds with 
$403, taking home the Kettle 
Trophy.
Captain Bill Mealy of The 
Salvation Army praised the 
student athletes for their 
efforts in organizing the chal-
lenge, which asks students to 
come to the kettles and “vote” 
for their favorite mascot by 
making a donation. 
“I believe we are going to 
see this event move to a whole 
new level this year,” Mealy 
said. “To have the athletic 
departments come together 
like this to raise funds for The 
Salvation Army to help us 
serve those who come to us in 
need is amazing.”
For more information on 
The Salvation Army’s Kettle 
Campaign visit www.tsafargo.
org.
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
Mascots raise money
Scorch, Thundar and Kernel team up for the Salvation Army
ChrIS FrANz / ThE ADvoCATE
The Dragon mascot, Scorch, hands out high-fives during a football game against Wayne State. Scorch 
will be helping to raise money for the Salvation Army on Saturday at West Acres Shopping Center.
The Advocate
Read it...
Or I’ll get you.
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The MSUM Dragons 
Women’s basketball team has 
experienced much success in 
the season so far, some com-
ing from unexpected places. 
On Nov. 24 in a match against 
Concordia, freshman Marisa 
Yernatich broke the team’s 
record for most shots made 
from the three-point range 
with seven. She also led the 
team in scoring that night with 
23 points.
Yernatich is in her first year 
at MSUM, taking up a dual 
major in health and physi-
cal education. She has had 
a knack for  basketball ever 
since she was young. 
“I didn’t start playing com-
petitively until I was about 10 
years old,” she said. “I have, 
however, always enjoyed play-
ing, ever since I was young. I 
loved going out in the drive-
way and shooting hoops with 
my dad.”
Yernatich says she loves 
playing the game. 
“College basketball is defi-
nitely a lot more intense than 
high school,” she said. “But 
it’s also a lot of fun. We’re like 
a family, and we’re sticking 
together through good or bad. 
The seniors are great mentors 
on and off the court and good 
people to look up to.”
Yernatich said that she looks 
forward to the rest of this 
year’s games. 
“I’m really hoping to see 
good things,” she said. “We’ve 
got a good team, and I’d really 
like to see us go for the  cham-
pionship somewhere down 
the line.”
She knows that this will not 
be easy. 
“I think the biggest obstacle 
I need to overcome is not beat-
ing myself up after a missed 
shot,” she said. “You just have 
to forget about it and keep 
a good attitude no matter 
what.”
As for breaking the record, 
Yernatich was just as surprised 
as anyone else. 
“It is a big honor to be a 
record-holder here at MSUM,” 
she said. “I definitely did not 
expect to achieve such an 
accomplishment, especially 
as a freshman. It was a great 
experience. It was a really fun 
game and my teammates were 
really supportive.”
Yernatich sets record
BY LoGAN GroSSMAN
Staff writer
Grossman can be reached 
at grossmanlo@mnstate.edu
ChrIS FrANz / ThE ADvoCATE
Senior guard Jerome Nelson lays up a basket against the University of Mary defense. The Dragons 
split last weekend’s games going 73-71 against Bemidji State and 73-74 against Duluth. The team 
returns home Friday to play St. Cloud State.
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MArISA YErNATICh
Jerome Nelson jumps for a rebound
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Classes startIng
nOV - Jan - Mar - MaY - JUl - sePt
COSMETOLOGY   |   ESTHETICS   |  NAIL TECHNOLOGY   |   MASSAGE THERAPY
All services performed by supervised students. 
Prices vary according to student level.
MenU Of serVICes
Haircut $11
Color & Style $25
Highlights $35
Pedicure $21
Manicure $15 
Cleansing Facial $20
Body Treatments $30
Signature Massage $26
starting at
AdMiSSionS
701.478.1772
TSPAFArgo.CoM
SHoW YoUr STUdEnT id And
rECEiVE $2 oFF YoUr ViSiT
4377 15th Ave S, Fargo, nd 58103
A portion of the student 
technology fees will now go to 
the implementation of a digi-
tal sign system for campus. 
Certain departments such as 
admissions, athletics and the-
ater already have signs in place 
but they are not connected.
“There has been a growing 
need for a digital sign system,” 
said Bob Schieffer, MSUM 
instructional media supervisor. 
“All these systems have grown 
independently, and have a 
minimal investment in them.” 
“Our campus is behind the 
curve,” said Braden Kuznia, 
assistant director of event ser-
vices for Comstock Memorial 
Union. “Many of the other 
state institutions, St. Cloud, 
Mankato, Winona and the 
University of Minnesota Twin 
Cities all have a sign solutions 
of some kind.”
A digital sign system has 
more benefits than just easy 
advertisement. 
“It has been a project I have 
been thinking about for cam-
pus for awhile,” Kuznia said. 
“I really wanted to do it here 
(in the CMU) to cut down the 
use of paper in our entryways. 
We print a lot of paper for 
schedules that no one really 
looks at.” 
The funding for this project 
had to be approved by the 
student technology committee. 
“When I put the proposal in 
to the committee what I really 
wanted to do was put an infra-
structure in place on campus,” 
Kuznia said. “So that if anyone 
else on campus wanted to get 
digital signage in their facility, 
all they would (have to pay for 
would be) the player and the 
screen mounted in their area.” 
MSUM would have one 
program running all of the 
machines to make it easy to 
fix glitches and update when 
needed.
“We are in the middle of 
evaluating many different 
products,” Schieffer said. “We 
have had vendors come on 
campus and give presentations 
and we are narrowing down 
some of those decisions to see 
where we are at.”
One of the criteria for the new 
sign system is that it has to con-
nect with the Environmental 
Management System, the cam-
pus scheduling software. 
“The sign system can post 
the events that are going on 
that day, so there doesn’t have 
to be someone entering the 
information into the sign. It 
is just going to pull that from 
EMS,” Schieffer said. “We also 
needed something that could 
integrate with E2 campus.”
Each department or facil-
ity will have its own channel 
broadcasting content relevant 
to the placement, but all will 
have the ability to show the 
same message should an emer-
gency  occur on campus.
 
Digital signs save on resources, advertise
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Assistant Editor
Smith can be reached at 
Smithmi@mnstate.edu
The MSUM student art 
exhibit will be on display 
now until Dec. 17 in the 
Roland Dille Center for the 
Arts gallery. The exhibit fea-
tures graphic design, paint-
ing, photography and print-
making.
A reception for the artists 
will be held from 4-6 p.m. 
today in the gallery. It’s free 
and open to the public.
Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Monday through Friday; 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday; and 
2-4 p.m. Sunday or by spe-
cial arrangement by con-
tacting gallery director Jane 
Gudmundson, 218.477.2284 
or gudmunja@mnstate.edu. 
The following students 
are exhibiting work: Andrew 
Bissonnette, Alexander Ehlen, 
Andrew Kerr, Jodi Privratsky 
and Lindsay Stokes, graph-
ic design; Jennifer Scheuer, 
printmaking; Sarah Hultin, 
painting; and Jeffrey Opp, 
photography.
Art gallery exhibits student work
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The winter season brings an 
overwhelming feeling of cold 
weather and long dark days. 
As studying adds an even more 
dreadful effect through the final 
days of the semester, English 
professor Thom Tammaro will 
enlighten an audience with his 
poetic visuals of winter.
This Sunday at 2 p.m., 
Zandbroz Variety in Fargo will 
host Tammaro to read his col-
lection of poems, “31 Mornings 
in December.” This event will 
launch his new book, which was 
released in March. Tammaro 
has also invited musicians to 
accompany his reading.
Crystal Jensen, an MSUM 
graduate in the MFA program, 
will read the poetry and Terry 
Ruud will play songs on his 
guitar in between readings.
Tammaro wrote this poetry 
book about 30 years ago, and 
the title poem, which began as 
a writing exercise, was written 
during a 31 day time period 
in which he “got up early and 
silently looked out my win-
dow and wrote what I saw,” 
Tammaro said.
The poetry book, which he 
describes as a Zen-like medita-
tion, is Tammaro’s responses 
and meditations to the first 
images he saw while glancing 
out his window.
“The poems are quiet and 
acoustical,” Tammaro said. 
“Everything will have a 
December wintry theme to it.”
The poetry collection was 
published by Red Dragonfly 
Press of Redwing, Minn., by 
letterpress printer Scott King. 
Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase at the 
reading, and it is free and open 
to the public. 
BY MEgAN NITSCHKE
Editor
Nitschke can be reached at 
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
Professor releases
new poetry book
Take a break from study-
ing during finals this week 
and attend the MSUM Film 
Department’s Juried Film 
Exhibition on at 7 p.m. on 
Friday in Weld Hall’s Glasrud 
Auditorium.
“It’s important for the rest 
of the university to know 
what we’ve been up to all 
year,” said film professor 
Raymond Rea. 
The film department 
encourages anyone and 
everyone to attend the free 
screening, which presents the 
top films of the semester as 
voted on by a panel of judges. 
The panel includes an alumni 
film student and an industry 
professional from the Fargo-
Moorhead area.
The screened films are 
drawn from the final projects 
of the film production class-
es at MSUM, which include 
Video Production, Beginning 
Filmmaking, Techniques 
of Directing, Intermediate 
Filmmaking and Advanced 
Filmmaking. 
These projects are the result 
of months of planning and 
hard work, from writing the 
screenplay to editing the fin-
ished film.  The screening 
allows film students of every 
level to view each other’s 
work and learn from it.
The screening is also a 
source of real world experi-
ence for the students.  
“It gives the students 
an opportunity in a larger 
forum,” said film professor 
Tom Brandau.  
By introducing students to 
a simulated film festival, it 
encourages them to get their 
work out into the world. One 
way is to enter film festivals, 
like the Fargo Film Festival in 
March 2010.  
After the screenings, 
the judges will present the 
awards. These include: Best 
in Show, Best Direction and 
Best Writing.  Following the 
awards, there will be refresh-
ments.
If you want to see more 
student video projects, stick 
around untill Tuesday for the 
Advanced Film Production 
community video screenings 
at 6:30 p.m. in Weld Hall. 
During this semester, the class 
worked with institutions in 
the community to create short 
non-fiction documentaries 
and promotional videos.  
The Tuesday screening is 
their debut, both for the com-
munity and for the local insti-
tutions. Check it out if you 
can, and support the MSUM 
Film Department.
BY CoNoR HoLT
Staff Writer
Film class shows off work
Holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstate.edu
On Nov. 14, 14 students at 
MSUM took part in the NCS/
MAA Team Math Contest, 
facing off against students 
from 28 other universities.  
Anthony Batesole, Kathryn 
Bergee and Haewoong Jeon, 
under the team name of 
Syntax Error, placed ninth 
out of 92 teams, scoring 88 
out of a total of 100 points.
The contest consists of ten 
questions, progressing from 
easy to hard.  Teams of up 
to three students are given 
three hours to solve as many 
questions as possible.
Seniors Jeon and Bergee 
had both participated in the 
competition last year and, 
along with junior Batesole, 
they practiced twice a week 
for several months to pre-
pare for this competition. 
They discussed strategies, 
determined who excelled at 
what kinds of mathematics 
and studied last year’s ques-
tions to get a feel for the 
upcoming contest.
“I like working as a team,” 
Bergee said.  “I like to bounce 
ideas off each other.”
During the competition, 
they split up the questions 
between them according to 
their strengths.  Sometimes 
Jeon would start a problem 
and Bergee would finish it, 
depending on where their 
specific skills lay.
The team name, Syntax 
Error, came from Bergee, 
who had used it as a team 
name in high school.  Syntax 
Error is an error message 
displayed by a calculator 
when it cannot compute a 
sequence of characters.
Batesole was pleased with 
their ranking, and his team-
mates were also happy with 
how the competition turned 
out.
This contest also helped 
Jeon and Bergee prepare for 
the William Lowell Putnam 
Mathematical Competition, 
which was held on Dec. 5. It 
is an individual competition 
and is incredibly difficult, 
according to Bergee, to get 
one of the ten questions right 
is a mark of distinction.
“We knew our strengths 
and weaknesses,” said 
Bergee, and Syntax Error’s 
finishing rank proves that all 
of their hard work paid off.
BY CoNoR HoLT
Staff Writer
holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstate.edu
‘Syntax Error‘ places in math competition
The Regional Science 
Center program of MSUM 
will be sponsoring a show 
titled “Star of Wonder” at the 
planetarium throughout the 
month of December.
The show goes in search 
of the famous star that led 
the Magi to visit Bethlehem 
to look for the Christ child 
shortly after his birth. 
Science, religion, history, 
beautiful images and tradi-
tional holiday music are used 
to explore the mystery that 
continues to puzzle astrono-
mers and theologians.
The show runs now 
through Dec. 21. on Mondays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 
7p.m., on Sundays at 2p.m. 
and 7p.m.
“Star of Wonder” is open to 
the general public. Admission 
is $3 for adults and $1.50 for 
tri-college students, senior 
citizens and children 12 years 
and under.
The planetarium is located 
in Bridges Hall 167.
For more information call 
218.477.2920.
BY CHAYANEE HALEY
Staff Writer
Worthwhile wonder
Haley can be reached at
haleych@mnstate.edu
20% OFF
any package
(Not valid with any other discounted packages)
Mon – Thurs  8am – 11pm           Friday  8am – 9pm
Saturday  8am – 7pm                  Sunday  12n – 8pm
TANNING SALONS
2 LOCATIONS
1617 32ND Ave S
(Across from Hair Success)
Fargo, ND 
(701) 232-5433
800 Holiday Mall Dr
(Next to Little Caesar’s)  
Moorhead, MN
(218) 227-0652
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3 bdrm, heat paid, security building, re-decorated, $625/
month 218-233-1545
Looking for 1 or 2 college girls to live in a disabled 
man’s home and work part-time hours for him. FREE RENT, 
INTERNET, TV, LAUNDRY, and FOOD! Please call 701-237-
3959 for an interview
ROOMMATE WANTED! Neat, Responsible female room-
mate needed to share a NICE 2 Bedroom basement apart-
ment on 18 1/2 St. with 2 cats and a female theatre arts 
major. $292.50 + cable & utilities. Close to campus, secure 
building, big closet. Call or text Alicia at (320)309-5713
Acne Treatment Center
When you’ve tried everything else now try us. 95% 
Success rate. Affordable. Private, warm atmosphere. FREE 
consultations. Call Joani at 701-541-6805. www.acnetreat-
mentcenter@gmail.com.
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530
  To place an ad in the
 classifieds email us at:
 advocate@mnstate.edu
C L A S S I F I E D S
FOR RENT
S E RV I C E S
WA N T E D
The life you change might 
be your own.
     .Jump start your career
     .Earn real life experience and education
     .Earn a living allowance, loan deferment
      and money for college
Join Minnesota Reading Corps!
Serve for one year in an elementary or preschool.
Online application opens
December 15
www.MinnesotaReadingCorps.org
Contact Christa with questions:
cevert@theMLC.org
The Minnesota Reading Corps is committed to the inclusion of all 
individuals regardless of disability, gender, race, religion, and sexual 
orientation. Reasonable accommodations provided upon request.
Dean Palmer, OASI at the 
physical plant says he will 
miss MSUM alot. Palmer has 
been at the university almost 
25 years, managing fleet vehi-
cles, doing backup schedul-
ing for conference rooms and 
classrooms and being the 
general go-to guy on campus. 
He is constantly answering 
the phones, solving problems 
ranging from dorms without 
heat to dangerous ice on the 
grounds. Palmer’s shoes will 
be hard to fill. 
“If I don’t have the answer, 
I generally know where to get 
it,” Palmer said.
Palmer is taking the early 
retirement package, even 
though he would have likely 
retired in the next few years. 
For Palmer, the people are 
what kept him at MSUM. 
“I got to meet an awful 
lot of very nice people,” 
Palmer said. Through his 
work, Palmer has met many 
students, and he especially 
appreciated how much he 
learned from MSUM’s inter-
national students.
After his retirement, Palmer 
plans to spend time relax-
ing in his Barnesville, Minn. 
home with his four grand-
children or hopping in the car 
to spend a few days traveling 
with his wife. In the end, 
Palmer is looking forward to 
retirement. 
“For the first few months, 
I am going to learn how 
not to do a damn thing,” 
Palmer said.
To celebrate Palmer’s, 
Kruger’s and many more 
staff and faculty member’s 
retirement, please RSVP. at 
http://appserv.mnstate.edu/
humanres/retiree2009.asp.
that can last beyond that first 
grant,” Flakoll said. “(Grants) 
are a launch pad for new ini-
tiatives at the campuses.” 
“(We’ve) tried to make the 
application process very user 
friendly.”
The Web address for the col-
laborative grant application is: 
http://www.tri-college.org/
CollaborativeGrantApp.pdf.
“I would like to really 
encourage students to apply 
for the grants,” Flakoll said. 
“They can really make a posi-
tive impact on their campus 
community with a quality 
program or project.”
reTire, fronT page
granT, fronT page
lauren TauTe / The aDvocaTe
Senior Sarah pangelinan rings the bells in the livingston 
lord library on Monday, Dec 8. The Dragon society of social 
work is doing bell ringing to raise money for the Salvation 
army.
Hiring Immediately!
P/T Telesales 18–33 hrs/week
VARIOUS HRS Between 4pm–9pm M–F
SAT. 9am–5:30pm
Apply in person or online2829 S University Dr, Fargo(NW corner of  American Family 
Insurance Building) www.pcifargo.com
Thank you college students!
Ringin’ for a cause
roseth can be reached
at rosethke@mnstate.edu
olds can be reached 
at oldsam@mnstate.edu
